THE    GREAT   TUDORS
was made, not upon heretics, not upon laymen, but upon
those very dignitaries of the Church who sat before him.
Reformation should begin with the bishops themselves:
" You spiritual physicians, first taste you this medi-
cine of purgation of manners, and then offer us the same
to taste."
" First let those laws be rehearsed that do warn
you fathers that ye put not over soon your hands on
every man or admit unto holy orders . . . thereof
springeth and cometh out of the people that are in the
Church both unlearned and evil priests. ... It is not
enough for a priest, in my judgment, to construe a
collect . . . but much more a good and pure and holy
life, approved manners, some knowledge of the Sacra-
ments ; chiefly and above all things the fear of God and
love of the heavenly life."
" Let the laws be rehearsed that command that
benefices of the Church be given to those that are
worthy."
" Let the laws be rehearsed that command personal
residence of curates in their churches . . . the laws that
forbid clerks to haunt taverns . . . that command
soberness and measureableness in apparel."
" Above all things, let the laws be rehearsed that
concern you, my reverend fathers and lord bishops . . .
for because prelates are chosen often more by favour of
men than by grace of God, therefore have we not a few
times bishops full little spiritual men, rather worldly
than heavenly."
" Let the laws be rehearsed of the residence of bishops
in their diocese . . . that they show themselves in their
churches at the least on great holy days."
" If you reform first your life to the rules of the Canon
laws, then shall ye give us light, that is to say, the light
of your good example ... if ye will have the lay
people to live after your wish and will, first live your-
selves after the will of God."
And finally c
" There are the things, reverend fathers and right
famous men, that I thought should be said for the